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WWF for a living planet®

Executive Summary

This report is a summary of the findings and discourse generated from the first-ever Ocean
Summit held in Hong Kong. The summit addressed the environmental challenges facing
Hong Kong’s ocean and marine life, as seen by a spectrum of individuals with direct
interest in the health of Hong Kong’s waters. This report is a collection of the views of all
participants at the Ocean Summit, and outlines the many social, economic, technological
and political benefits that could be achieved by restoring Hong Kong’s damaged marine
ecology.

The Ocean Summit showed that there is great passion among many individuals and
groups to restore Hong Kong waters to a healthy state. However, the event also showed
the frustrations that many people feel in Hong Kong, and how powerless and alone they
feel they are in making efforts to change the situation.

Another major finding was that solutions are in fact readily available. The main barrier to
change is the public’s perception of the situation, and confusion or apathy towards the
scale of the problem we all face.
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Background

Hong Kong’s waters are in peril. The sight of rubbish floating in the harbour is common to
any Hong Kong resident, and few would deny that Hong Kong’s waters are in poor shape.
Pollution, reclamation, dredging/dumping and decades of uncontrolled fishing are to blame.

This year marks the International Year of the Reef 2008 — a worldwide campaign to raise
awareness about the value and importance of coral reefs and associated ecosystems.
This shows just how topical and significant these issues have become in today’s world,
and with all these converging factors there couldn’t be a better time to take action and
enjoy the massive social, economic and political benefits of a healthy ocean. So far in
Hong Kong progress in these areas has been slow, which is why WWF believes it is
important to provide platforms for those interested in the ocean to meet and discuss new
measures and solutions.

WWE Ocean Summit 2008

The purpose of the first-ever WWF Ocean Summit in Hong Kong , held at Cyberport on
8 March 2008, was to facilitate discussion between scientists, conservationists, tourism
operators, recreational fisherman, scuba divers, sailors, students and anyone with a love
for our ocean.

A series of expert speakers and focused group discussions outlined the problems facing
our abused marine environment from their perspective, and more importantly, identified
solutions to restore Hong Kong’s waters.

The summit was not an exercise to simply list all of the problems facing Hong Kong’s
marine life. Rather it was an opportunity to illustrate the many benefits a restored,
regulated, healthy ocean could bring to the people of Hong Kong. Making Hong Kong an
internationally renowned, environmentally conscious world city will reap rewards that can
be shared by all, and allow Hong Kong to thrive in exciting new ways.

The summit’s main goal was to generate suggestions for Government and individual action
from a wide variety of perspectives. In between speakers, all attendees joined into groups
to gather suggestions and ideas, with the assistance of a team of professional facilitators.
These ideas were then collected for review and analysis by a ‘think tank’, who were
responsible for translating these thoughts into both narrative and visual devices that will
assist in educating and spreading awareness of the challenges facing the future of Hong
Kong’s marine ecosystem.
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Attendees
Attendees of the WWF Ocean Summit 2008 included representatives from:

City University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong University, Elegantia College, Queen’s
College Old Boys Association Secondary school, West Island school, Li Po Chun
United World College of HK

Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club, Risheng & Brother Company, Langham Hotel,
Ocean Park Hong Kong, UBS Global Asset Management, AlG, Maersk HK Ltd,
Federation Development Company Ltd.

Diving and Travel Company Ltd. , PADI

Sai Kung District Council, Friends of Hoi Ha, EPD, Hong Kong Coaster Activities
Association, Living Seas Hong Kong, Eco-education and Resources Centre
Angling Walker Magazine, Hong Kong wildlife, Action Asia Magazine

Speaker Summaries

The Ocean Summit invited a handful of experts from various areas of interest to speak and
share insights on the current situation facing Hong Kong's waters, as well as make
recommendations on ways to improve the situation.

Douglas Woodring
Open Water Swimming Event Organiser and Extreme Ocean User & Vice President,
Motorwave Co. Ltd.

Hong Kong enjoys a unique natural environment, and very few cities in the world
enjoy such a combination of ocean and mountains. But this is not being capitalized
on. With healthier conditions, international competitors would be attracted to Hong
Kong, and it could become an Asian centre for water-based sports and events.
Unfortunately, conditions are extremely poor. The South China Sea has been
treated as a dump. This has to change.

The same standards are not being applied to the ocean as elsewhere. If you were
to cut down a tree on The Peak, you would be fined. However, the same principle
does not apply to the oceans, where regulation is virtually non-existent.

There is not one law or regulation that governs how close commercial fishing can
occur to our coastline, potentially endangering recreational users.

With an international background in organizing water events, Woodring is certain
that Hong Kong could be a world-class venue for recreational events, races,
tournaments and more.

Open water swimming will be an Olympic event for the first time in 2008. This sport
is something we could do, (and have done in Hong Kong in the past). This could
bring together not only locals but also the world and bring wide benefits to the
community at large.

Agquatic events can bring in millions of dollars. Consider the revenue from tourism,
travel, and other commercial areas and the benefits of a healthy ocean become
clear.



WWF for a living planet®

Yvonne Sadovy
Professor, Department of Ecology and Biodiversity, The University of Hong Kong

Although Hong Kong occupies a relatively small area, we have incredible diversity
in our marine environment. We have more fish species in Hong Kong than the
whole of The Mediterranean, and more corals than the Caribbean.

A wide range of habitats and environments support a great range of species.
Currents from the North and South bring a mix of temperate and tropical species
that we are still learning about and the Pearl River to the west produces conditions
very different from those in the west which is not affected by freshwater.

The problem is we are in danger of losing this diversity, and we are losing it quickly.
The Chinese Bahaba, a very valuable fish for medicinal purposes, is one of the first
commercially important marine fishes in the world to be close to extinction due to
fishing in Hong Kong. Horseshoe crab species used to reproduce on beaches, but
this is now rare. This is largely because they are sold at markets, but also because
their breeding habitats have been disrupted. The Hong Kong (Red) Grouper, the
fish which takes its name from this area, is now rarely found due to over-fishing; it
was once common in local markets and is a favoured food fish.

The pressures on marine waters of Hong Kong are intense and the fishery is
virtually unregulated which means that the situation will worsen.

In Eastern waters, explosives are still being used. This is incredibly destructive to
marine life and coral.

Government funds are used very poorly. More than HK$100 million has been
wasted on artificial reefs and other measures that have no proven benefit to people
in Hong Kong, or indeed globally. This approach, along with restocking are not valid
management tools in heavily fished fisheries; additional measures are badly
needed.,

Overcapacity: there are too many people chasing too few fish. Government ubsidies
allow fishing to ignore market forces and continue to a degree that is out of balance
with the natural capacity of exploited populations to replenish themselves.

We need legislation for threatened and rare fish: this is entirely missing from HK law
We need more and fully protected areas. There are many stakeholders that are
simply not being heard, and we need responsible governance and stewardship of
Hong Kong waters that represents all, rather than just a few special-interest groups.
Hong Kong is decades behind even developing countries in its attitude towards the
marine environment and in its current policies towards fisheries and marine species
in general.
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Hon. Fred Li Wah Ming JP
Legislative Council Member, Member of the Committee on Sustainable Fisheries

Suggestions from the WWF are welcome, and efforts will be made to reflect their
views to the Committee.

All fishing vessels should be regulated and controlled. There is no limitation in the
purchase of fishing vessels.

Mainland vessels fish in Hong Kong. If we want to regulate Hong Kong fisherman,
we must also ensure that Mainland fishing vessels cannot be allowed to fish in
Hong Kong waters.

The number of fishing vessels needs to be cut down. There are over 4000 fishing
vessels in Hong Kong, and almost 2000 of them are trawlers.

Trawling is of great concern because it catches all fish regardless of their size, and
the mesh size in their nets are getting ever smaller.

Fisherman may feel that the WWF is not concerned about their livelihood — the
government needs to help the fishing community understand the importance and
benefits of sustainable fishing practice.

Trawlers should be banned in some areas, and there should be more regulation like
in other countries such as Australia and Canada.

Now is the time to take serious action and the Government must start paying
attention to this issue. Public money will be needed to support the fishing industry
during the transitional period, and the Government must be prepared to do what is
best for the people of Hong Kong.

Marine conservation issues are not a vote winner in Hong Kong, so it is difficult to
get legislators to act on the issue, and government views it as only of interest to a
small group of people.

James Lee
Director, Ocean Sky Diving Training Centre

Has dived continually in Hong Kong over the last 25 years.

There has been an improvement in recent years. People are more environmentally
aware, and even the elderly are conscious of environmental issues.

It only takes a few short years to see improvements, and there has already been
some success.

Hong Kong offers a wide variety of marine life, with very interesting and rare
species compared with other destinations around the world.

We must work collectively and as individuals to change our behaviours and protect
the environment.
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Young Voices

Nicole Wong from Island School and Alvin Lum Lai of Queen’s College also shared the
perspective of the younger generation. As the ones who will inherit the long-term problems,
they also see the importance of taking immediate action. Nicole pointed out that
Clearwater Bay no longer has clear waters, and because we as Hong Kong people started
the problem we should be the ones to fix it. Alvin suggested that a balance needs to be
struck between environmental protection and ongoing development, and that there is still
much awareness to spread to help people grasp concepts such as conservation.
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Summit Discussions

Participants in the Ocean Summit discussion groups were asked to generate ideas relating
to four categories: social, technology, economic and political. Those ideas have been
collated and condensed below. Please see Appendix for a full list of all notes.

Social

A lot of the Hong Kong population relies on healthy seas for food and income.
Polluted waters produce contaminated seafood, which is unsafe and unhealthy. We
need to understand the importance of a healthy food chain.

Clean waters would also enable more ways to exercise, promoting health through
water sports and activities.

Rejuvenate island culture through marine tourism. With good water quality we could
enjoy diverse aquaculture and fishing.

The recent explosion of recreational ocean use reflects Hong Kong’s love for the
ocean.

We need hope that things can get better. This can be achieved through education,
and all students should be encouraged to learn about environmental issues in all
schools. The ocean offers ‘spiritual inspiration’, and can have a great impact on our
culture.

Set up a voluntary organization for the public which aims to protect and patrol
marine parks.

Must enable a sustained livelihood for fishermen. Help them to convert to new fields
that make use of their sea knowledge and expertise in new ways to benefit marine
culture.

Technology

Pollution reduction technology is needed. Cooperation should be sought with
neighbouring regions such as Guangdong to reduce pollutants.

We should use technology to monitor sea dumping, clean-up and waste recycling.
Monitoring marine health can use technologies such as net tags (which allow the
identification and then prosecution of dumped nets) and hydrophones to record the
acoustic signature of registered and non-registered boats.

Marine research could make great discoveries in our waters if they are healthy. The
ocean is the marine equivalent of a tropical rainforest, and is rich in species with
potential for medicinal use and beyond.

With our geographic setting and rich biodiversity Hong Kong could become a centre
for marine research.
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Economic

There are numerous economic benefits that the Government can seize with a
healthy ocean.

Hong Kong has the foundation of a world-class marine tourism destination. A
consolidated tourism policy that acknowledges environmental concerns would
attract visitors and boost finances. Eco-tourism has the dual bonus of both
generating income and awareness.

Real estate appreciation, hotels, restaurants, boating, fishing and aquasport sales
would all benefit from healthy waters.

A government buy-out of fishing boats would allow greater control. With a healthy
fishing industry, the need for seafood imports is reduced.

The government should seriously discuss how to eliminate ineffective, destructive
fishing methods. Increase the size of holes in trawler nets, and penalise the selling
of fish and other seafood that are too small.

Create multi-zoned no-take Marine Protected Areas (MPAS) for all Eastern waters.
Hong Kong has the money. We need to set up new ways of using fiscal surplus,
and consider the utilisation and reallocation of current resources.

Political

The Government is not being responsible to its electors. Big business is not directly
involved, and the only pressure groups with any power are fishermen and NT
villagers.

Hong Kong'’s environmental record is shameful on the world stage. An
environmental message needs to be spread. As an international city, we should be
a role model to our neighbouring regions. In today’s world an environmental
strategy is key to being viewed as a leading world city.

The performance of the Hong Kong Tourism Association should be measured in
ways other than money. The current tourism industry has no interest in the
environment — only shopping and Disneyland.

We need better planning of new towns and restoration of damaged beaches to
prevent further exploitation of the marine environment and revive biodiversity.

In marine parks the government (AFCD) should not issue fishing licenses.
Develop an investment fund for 10 projects per year that promotes economic
growth through direct conservation activities.

Cooperate with China to set up laws to ban the emission of sewage and other
pollution from industries in the Pearl River Delta.

Currently there is no transparency in government decision-making. The creation of
a ‘Think Tank’ with a practical, long-term plan for sustainability, and the cultivation
of environmentally conscious politicians is important. Create one focussed
department for managing the ocean rather than many departments.
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Conclusion

At this time, various government committees are talking about sustainable fisheries
management, but they are only talking to a small group of stakeholders. Meanwhile there
are a vast range of people with equal interest that are simply not being heard.

According to attendees of the Ocean Summit, the following are some of the issues that
require the government’s attention:

Hong Kong has the foundation of a world-class marine tourism and research
destination. A consolidated tourism policy that acknowledges environmental
concerns would attract visitors and boost finances. Eco-tourism has the dual bonus
of both generating income and awareness.

There is no transparency in government decision-making in this area. The creation
of a ‘Think Tank’ with a practical, long-term plan for sustainability, and the
cultivation of environmentally conscious politicians is important. Create one
focussed department for managing the ocean rather than many departments.

Seriously evaluate how to eliminate ineffective, destructive fishing methods, and
create multi-zoned no-take Marine Protected Areas (MPAS) for all Eastern waters.

Enable a sustained livelihood for fishermen, and help them to convert to new fields
that make use of their sea knowledge and expertise in new ways to benefit marine
culture and economy.

Cooperate with China to set up preventive measures against unregulated mainland
vessels and the emission of sewage and other pollution from industries in the PRD.

The Ocean Summit offered a neutral venue in which anyone could have their say. The aim
of the WWE is to ensure that those voices are heard by the government through this report.
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Narrative

“Once upon a time, there was an island surrounded by gleaming, glistening water. Many of
the people who relied on the sea for their living or recreation realised that beneath the
surface, the sea was dying, due to pollution, plastic bags, commercial over-fishing and
many other factors.

They struggled to make their voice heard. The politicians, more concerned with ‘real’
politicians issues said ‘if it's not political, it's not important’. They didn’t realise that in fact,
everyone’s livelihood was at stake. “No fish, no future”.

The people who knew and loved the sea got together and shared their ideas, came up with
suggestions and made many recommendations.

After a while, they realised that they could have their fish and eat them, they could have
water sports, fishing and seas full of life. They could build expensive sea front buildings
and have access to the sea. After all, they were one of the wealthiest communities in the
world.

The people who knew and loved the sea realised that they were caught in a net — and
didn’t know how to make a difference. All the problems they talked about were in fact their
perceptions and beliefs. They realised that this was about leadership and linking the
solution to problems to peoples’ personal interests.

In fact, they realised that to make a difference, they had to make a difference, they had to
change before things changed. So, they decided that...”

10
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Cartophor
At the end of the Ocean Summit, cartoonist Gavin Coates illustrated the discussion outcomes in a "Cartaphor" — a metaphor

drawn in the style of a cartoon. It is a technology used to display graphically what has been understood and said, and gather
community support to explore further solutions through the protection of this metaphor.

11
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Appendix
Below please find the full list of all discussion notes of the participants.

Social

Tips for conservation for the public, media promotion is very important

We are part of the earth, protecting the healthy sea is one of the industry responsibility, to
keep the eco balance of the earth

Provide food & resources to humans and other animals or plants

Improve quality of life, increase society responsibility

Seas: healthy sea means healthy lives. Use the media, lobby media to make the sea more
visible

Lifestyle = Healthy Hong Kong image

Maintenance of biodiversity; the need to protect species before they all disappear

Healthy seafood  Healthy body

Hong Kong government can fine some offenders polluted the water. E.g. the polluted water
to the sea / throw the rubbish

From people who has little contact with the sea: there will be no clean water to swim in and
no clean fish to eat

Biodiversity of marine life; clean ocean; keep valuable fish

Unidentified scientific use of specific kind of fish

Fishing needs healthy sea. But the health status of sea can’t be indicated by specific
species (like coral) only. The reason that large fishes can't be caught is they don’t have the
place to stay. Few fishes stay near the shore

Fishing policy: 1. 2 types of fishermen — Trawler owners & NT Villagers; 2. Should be
looking at countries with successful policies

Need clearer communication; need more connection between efforts and position outcome;
Educate public about eating marine products such as fish bladder

$ water recreation

Healthy sea animals; people can have healthy food

Breaking the tradition — creating alternatives; creating incentive; promote the value of the
sea for tourism

Maintain wide variety of recreational options in marine environment

Better living conditions

Long term: Education lobby: family/schools; youth groups or summits

Short term: Government policies (laws, regulates, tax, funding); Global agreement, global
action day

Everybody: role model

Enhance civil society by setting up more interest groups; workshops to gather power of
groups to protect the ocean

Make use of the media to create awareness and trend to encourage public participation
Strengthen conservation policy

International cooperation, local public seminar

Promote the significance of protecting the ocean

Civil education should start from early childhood, from living habits

Send conservation message by changing ourselves

Education is very important for a beautiful and fruitful ocean

What can we do? Discharge as little waste to the sea as possible, such as to use less
plastic bags, put waste into rubbish bin according to category

Tell friends to be environmentally friendly

Hong Kong coastal cleanup challenge “pick-up 3”

save our oceans save our lives; if fish is healthy, we are healthy too. Humans should
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manage/respect our oceans, not over-exploit them

Stop the food chain supply; Polluted marine life; Human will be affected by eating them;
Fresh seafood for Hong Kong people; Stable income for fishermen

Preserve cultural identity; we originated as a fishing port!

Values: More natural resources for sightseeing. Recreation and education. Safer
environment for healthy living.

More marine life topics should be introduced to students in HK

Including major stakeholders

Education: fun + learning; eco-education; experiential learning;

Education: government needs to take the lead in educating all stakeholders

Education: remind parents not to buy coral fish, don’t eat endangered species like high-
finned grouper, leopard-coral trout

Bring back ‘lap sap chung’ (people who throw rubbish) ocean friendly

Suggestion: a no-seafood day, parade once a year

Underwater photography to show beauty of underwater sea life which should start from
students to preserve clean ocean

Set up a voluntary organization for public to join which aim to protect and patrol the marine
parks. ie more resources

All-rounded education for students

Value of ocean: spiritual inspiration for human beings e.g. poem, song, drawing, peace of
mind

Promote environmental awareness in schools more that done at the moment. International
schools seem to be more aware than those from local ‘Chinese’ schools

Need hope that things can better. Need education

Working on land pollution can improve pollution in the ocean  plastic bags, rubbish
Different sectors society need to work together

Better communication between experts, government and public to promote environmental
research result and applying in the society

Volunteers + NGOs United — coherent society

A healthy sea is a valuable property for residents of Hong Kong. It also provides a good
habitat for marine lives. So the human can live with normal life harmony. People will have a
better environment to do recreation activities and get healthy seafood

Scare factor — need to see the outcome of conservation

Create a video showing the ‘old’ Hong Kong and its environment, and post it on Youtube
To improve eco-environment — protect endangered species — animals can grow healthily
Seek opportunity to attend philanthropy funds to support projects by lining up respectable
who have a keen interest/businessmen with hobby related to sea / promising scientists
Human health — consumption of contaminated seafood if HK seas are polluted. So we must
keep HK seas healthy

The importance of a healthy sea for food chain

Education: Students/adults; find more research about how to protect the ocean

separate the rubbish

create some game to show people which seafood should be avoided

Rejuvenate island culture through marine tourism

Human health, both mentally and physically; Conserve the biodiversity of HK ecosystem;
hope that local species of Hong Kong will be protected; Contact people all around the world
to HK

| believe there is both a ecological and economic value to seas in HK, although the
economy values greatly outweigh the ecological one ; Hong Kong’s sea value is largely
based and composed of commercial fish activity. Since HK is a small country, a large
population of the HK population relies on health seas for food. It should also be known that
numerous species of sea life is dependent on healthy seas, and without them, they would

14



be gone.

Recent exploration of recreational use of the ocean reflects HK'’s love of the ocean
Entertainment: swimming, wind-surfing, diving

Promote better lifestyle, swimming in the sea

Enable sustained livelihood for fishermen

Help fishermen convert to new livelihood — i.e. recreational diving

Marine culture as an alternative to sea fishing (under government support)

Geographic setting, sea, beaches, mountains; rich biodiversity that is not properly valued or
appreciated (mainly by govt, therefore they don’t take note)

Technology

Higher economic interests for fishermen, travel agencies and HK the end. * Hope one day

we can have beautiful coral reefs around HK.

Increase the number of marine species and extinct species; Let the next generation have

opportunities to know these species; Attract tourism to understand another perspective of

HK

Removal of floating litter

Establish data to bargain so as to prove the seas are worth protecting

To do research to explore how to make the environment recovery and protect endangered

species

Reduce everyday sewage less detergents, less personal care product waste

Pass our ecology knowledge to people around

To innovate new indicator/technology

Monitoring of marine health

Reporting systems: H20 measurements; coral survey; species id + number; data collection

You can use hydrophones to get the acoustic signature of registered boats. A simple

sensor in the marine parks can detect non-registered boats

Tag & sell nets, prosecute those who dump the nets irresponsibly

Centre of marine research

Scientific research might help us develop new medicines

sea as a source of energy

healthy sea can help to generate renewable energy, help to solve resource shortage

problem in HK

The ocean is the marine equivalent of tropical rainforests, rich in species and potential for
medicines, yet both are being destroyed. Extinction is forever

Create an environment to support & encourage biodiversity in order to ensure a healthy

environment

Potential for medical research in fast-disappearing marine ecosystems is not being

exploited. Corals at Hoi Ha are living with cancer and not dying — there could be a spin-off

here for human beings

1. Improved condition; 2. Improved econ value; 3. Improve genetic diversity; 4. improve

psycho-health / well-being

Hong Kong is a steward of a worldwide resource — the coral in HK are unique and hold the

answers to coral die=offs owing to global warming

Stop bottom-net fishing; if fish that are small, too small and aren’t an adult and a fishing

boat catches it they have to put it back into the ocean

Hong Kong's rich diversity of bio-ecosystem / marine ecosystem — unique in many ways: is

valuable resource for scientific research

Pollution reduction technology

Sewage should be treated to get rid of most of the pollutants. Cooperation should be taken
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with mainland, especially Guangdong to reduce pollutants
- Use of technology to monitor the sea dumping, cleaning up the sea and recycle the pick up
wastes

Economic

- Hold global marine activity (marine tourism); increase marine eco-tourism

- Develop eco-tourism, more income, happier people

- Lower seafood cost by subsidizing fish boats now

- Destruction of HK physical/social identity; Protect economic value; Increase recreation
value; Help reinforce interconnected motive + holistic behaviour in other areas

- Opinion of fishers: figures of fishing not too pessimistic; less fishes caught because they
are wiser; People who depend on the sea for a living has low value

- Money directed from tourism

- Need to know economic benefits; more economic value; more bio-diversity

- “Redundant” fishermen/boats can be converted to tourism use. This is been done in many
countries and has increased the income. E.g. Hundred Islands National Park in Pangasinan,
Philippines

- Becoming tools of businessman for making profit; speakers focused on benefits in the sea;
Eco environment is most important; It helps fishermen’s livelihood; Next generation; Affects
transportation and logistics

- Beautiful scene; Eco-travel; Diving; Inter...competition events

- Better bluer seas; rising housing prices; Those which face the sea

- Livelihood of fishermen; public health; tourism

- Increase recreational income; development of fishery industry

- Ocean original; water — basic resources X pollution; human (owner of land)  responsibility;
Bible (IPT/ FPI green products)

- Build ocean tourism activities to raise awareness

- Ecotourism — attract foreign tourists to HK — business for the company to support

- Fisherman alternative way make living

- Use eco-friendly concept to generate economic benefit

- Less rubbish, more recycling

- Involve business sector with donation or campaign activities

- Don't eat endangered species, such as horseshoe crab, shark fin, amphioxus

- Value of healthy seas to HK in monetary sense: livelihood, tourism, industry profit; Market:
taste of seafood, prevent escalation of price, true market balance

- fishermen as paid ‘sea rangers

- Preserve the good quality of seafood; HK’s seafood is the most famous in the world; Good
water quality of HK is important maintain to agriculture and fishing

- Lose beautiful clean ocean, people can’t see the ocean, no more tourists will come

- Ecotourism & recreation: boost finance & attract visitors

- Ecotourism — healthy sea — more diverse sea life — more attraction to tourists — more
environmental awareness and more $

- Facilitate water sports as a HK attraction

- Sustainable growth

- New investment opportunities (like Carbon Emission Partners)

- Higher real estate value

- Low value of the ocean, because only few people make living from the sea, instead, for
recreation mainly

- Raw materials from sea for medicine

- Fish bombs & trawling need stricter govt policies & penalties
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- Real estate appreciation

- Boat/ship sales goes up

- Hospitality industry (e.g. hotels, restaurants)

- How much revenue do FISHERMEN really get from the deteriorating marine industry?

- Logistic terminal, transportation

- Fishermen are not only the stakeholders, livelihood could be involved — not just fishing

- If fishermen can get fishes from nearby clean ocean, they don’t need to waste fuel to travel
long distance as they are doing now to get fishes

Political

- High quality ocean  transport/tourism  enhance international reputation and image

- Re-develop HK fishing industry to protect fishermen’s earning

- The main cause of less fish in the sea is over-fishing

- Healthy sea is very important to ‘Mai Po’ — world-class natural reserve;

- Make HK aware of some of China’s coastal city improvements in sea conservation — which
are well ahead of HK’s

- Government should provide sufficient peripheral measures to carry out recycling

- Government action — legislation and enforcement e.g. Plastic bag levy, sewage from boats

- Legislation and law enforcement

- Reduce reclamation

- Increase control ecotourism

- Voice our concerns/solutions to a better sea to the government

- Stop reclamation and put more resources to protect the ocean

- Promote the beauty of ocean e.g. Promote endangered species, Chinese white dolphins,
and tours, encourage diving in HK

- More government legislation, more concern will lead to more obstacles, everyone needs to
Compromise

- Summarize summit conclusions, release as a petition, allow students to deliver to

government

- Review existing conservation and fishery control policies

- Think Tank — stakeholders

- Lobby: legislators, media, local community

- Government take lead on education

- Attract environmentalists to support HK; hold more water sport competitions in HK; attract
tourists and increase income for tourism

- No transparency in decision — making by government

- Government create or investment fund for 10 projects per year that promote economic
growth through direct conservation activities

- Provide more support for the HKSAR government / to urge them to provide more funding in
controlling water quality

- Organize another ‘Ocean Summit’ at HK University to spread the word

- Create a position ‘ocean minister’ for HK and the world

- Create a government department that looks after the ocean; not many departments

- Fly representative of HK fishing community to NZ to see benefits of no-take zones and
discussion between fishing communities

- Protect biodiversity / marine ecosystem — protection of natural environment; future
generations

- Artificial reefs — move fishes however means — more fishing & trawling with no appropriate
governance

- Putting greater pressure on the government through greater awareness + louder voice;
events: EAG, Asian games etc

- Use quality education fund to conduct programs for primary & secondary schools on ‘seas,
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oceans & us’

International communications: collaboration with mainland government on discharge from
the Pearl River Region?

Adapt clean-up schemes from other places Beijing’s Olympic ‘greening’ scheme

Mutual inspection and international cooperation

Exchange program, organize seminar between different countries

exchange among nations

More international communication; More room for cooperation; More harmony between
parties and countries

Improve water quality; link with other coastal places

Cultivate environmentally conscious politicians

Hong Kong world leader?

Image for H.K. (tourism, business)

Improve HK'’s international image

International communication on environmental protection issues

Role model for other areas

Image of HK dolphins

Reputation: How HK is seen by the rest of the world

HK as an international city — be a role model to our neighbouring cities to protect our sea
Vision: practical, long-term plan for sustainability

Measuring the performance of HKTA in ways other than $

Better planning of new towns to prevent exploitation of the marine environment; Restoration
of damaged beaches to revive biodiversity

Tourism: tourism industry has no interest; only interested in shopping/Disneyland

Have a consolidated tourism policy which acknowledges environmental concerns

Hong Kong has the foundation of a world-class marine tourism destination

HK’s international image — restore our ‘fragrant harbour’, attract tourism

No take marine protected areas for all of Eastern waters

Fishing nets with larger holes so that body can escape — make it a law

Legco seriously discuss how to eliminate not so effective fishing activities

Deepen the protection of Victoria Harbour, reduce reclamation

Legislation important to make things work

Deepen use of legislation to protect ocean, extend to other seas. Less reclamation
Greatly increase no-take zones; also further improve the overall education & ownership of
society on the value of our seas

Help reduce inflation — no need for imports

Buyout fishing fleet (govt buy boats so no more fishing boat)

Media to spread the environmental message

Shame Hong Kong'’s environmental record on world forums

Difficult to find solution: 1. Big business not directly involved; 2. Only pressure groups with
power are fishermen & NT villagers; 3. Govt not responsible to electors

Govt funding needed — subsidies

Longer recovery period; government subsidy; change fishery to tourism

Subsidize formulation of feed for mariculture industry

Incentive to get industries into marine conservation while they produce

Top 3 things to do: 1. to set up strict regulations on sprawling; 2. set free small fish to
cultivate certain fish type — do not waste fish can take what can be eaten in catch but set
free small fish

Create a new body to express the wide interests in the sea from the non-fishing community
Utilization + reallocation of current resources

New way of using fiscal surplus

We have the money
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- Cooperate with China, set up laws to ban the emission of sewage from industries in the
Pearl Delta

- Government should enact laws to protect soft corals

- In marine parks, govt (AFCD) should NOT issue fishing license, NOT decrease the number
of issues

- Enforcement of marine police

- Issues on over usage of plastic bags , damage the ocean, government should make
legislation to limit the production of plastic bags and usage

Others

- Mental health

- No pride in ocean

- Recent exploration of aqua-sports

- Marine tourism

- Reputation — position as a leader in Asia to protect the sea

- Pass on knowledge

- Organize marine forum at university

- Enforce the idea of ‘no-take zone

- Public view of school children

- How to spread message to people who do not have first-hand knowledge? Video on
Youtube

- Fishing guideline

- Insist on ‘captive-bred’ seafood

- Create a video of footage from underwater to show the difference between today and
before

- link a ‘healthy sea’ to personal interests

- People don’'t know how to make a difference

- They do not feel empowered

- Anyways, it's a global task like climate change. HK can’t act alone, it needs to unite with
others

- Opportunities (carrot): Innovative technologies, Economic potential, Lifestyle

- Stick: political will

- Costs: changing the fishing industry

- Overall: survival: so go the give, so give the fishermen, so go we

- Urgent & important: early recognize

- We know the solutions

- What can we do: swim against sewage; touched by native; fact-based public campaign;

- What can citizens do? 1. Campaigns. E.g. ‘pick up 3 items of garbage each beach visit’

- 2. political strategy to bring pressure to bear-see (i) clear message (ii) inspire people to
become aware and appreciative of marine environment

- 3. petition for greater representation on AFCD ‘sustainable fishing committee’ part of a
lobbying capacity

-End -

19



